
 Equine Landcare Project Report-

As part of the SJ Equine Landcare Project, Landcare SJ has delivered a 
wide range of events over 2015, supported the creation of the SJ Equine 
Landcare Group, created an interface with horse property owners through 
Facebook and produced the SJ Equine Landcare Brochure which has been 
distributed at all events attended by Landcare SJ.

All events and promotional material has sought to deliver on Strategic 
Outcome 3 of the project – Increase engagement and participation of the 
community, including Landcare, farmers and Indigenous people, in 
sustainable natural resource management.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The first event the SJ Equine Landcare Group’s General Information Night 
had three speakers; Teele Hooper-Worrell introduced the new SJ Equine 
Landcare Group, its aims, objectives and upcoming events. Chris Ferreira, 
The Forever Project, gave a talk on Equine Property Land management 
and advertised the upcoming Workshops and property planning course 
scheduled for September and October 2015. Finally to encourage horse 
owner attendance we had a talk on horse massage by Cathy Smyth from 
Realign Equine. Landcare SJ found that by including a talk that focussed 
on horses we were able to increase attendance of those not normally 
interacting with Landcare. We had 24 attendees on the night, most of 
which asked to be added to the mailing list.

 

      

 

The second Event the SJ Food and Farm Alliance 2015 Food and Farm Fest 
was held on the 16th May. Landcare SJ had a stall at the 2015 Food and 



Farm Fest and produced promotional material for the SJ Equine Landcare 
upcoming events and gave out the SJ Equine Landcare Brochure. Landcare
SJ handed out the Equine Landcare brochures and had two people add 
their names to the RSVP list for the next event.

 

The third Event Landcare SJ’s Love your Landscapes Soil Seminar (Picture 
below left) was driven by the feedback from the General Information Night
questionnaire. The Landscape seminar was  titled  ‘2015 Year of the Soils, 
Amending Your Soils for Better Growth’ there were two speakers on the 
night Dr Robert 

Humphries formally from the Department of Water and Nancy Scade from 
Australian Native Nurseries. Dr Robert Humphries gave a talk on ‘Fixing 
the Problems with Sandy Soils to Improve Pasture Production, 

Animal Welfare and Profitability’ and Nancy followed up with how to 
protect your amended soils with the use of windbreaks using native 
species. 18 People attended the event.

 

 

Another Love your Landscape seminar (Picture above right) this time 
made up the forth events with presentations on ‘Climate Change and your
horse’ with presenters Rebecca Cassels and Paula Broaden. As Presented 
at Equitana in Sydney 2013. This talk is a great opportunity to listen to a 
high quality over view on how to manage negative change in the future, 
and Soil Management for resilience - presented by: Neville Passmore.  Neil 
is one of the authors of the long awaited book, ‘The West Australian 
Garden Guide’, which hits the book stores this November, he talked about 



the management of soil on a horse property which leads to stronger 
pasture, a reduction in erosion, and healthier animals. 15 People attended 
the event.

 
    

The fifth and sixth events were Heavenly Hectares Workshops one based 
in the north of our local area at Wallangarra Horse and Pony Club and one 
in the South at the North Dandalup Community Hall. Both workshops were
hosted by Chris Ferriera from the Forever Project and were a three hour 
presentation on sustainable land management for equine horse 
properties. These workshops are a lead up to the full day property 
planning course held later in the year and many attendees expressed 
interest to attend.  There were 21 attendees at these events.

     

The seventh event of 2015 was the ‘Weeds and Your Horse’ field day 
which started at the Landcare SJ Meeting room with a weed presentation 
by Jake Pickersgill from Martins Environmental. Attendees brought in 
samples of the weeds on their properties so Jake was able to use these as 
props whilst giving out information and directions on weed control. After 
lunch the field day headed to ‘Quahlee’a private property in Serpentine to 
listen to a first hand view of setting up a new horse property, developing 
natural bush area through the Landcare SJ Healthy Habitats Program and 
the owners battle with the weed stagger weed. Then the field day headed 
south to the C-Wise Composting site. Attendees attended a presentation 
on the ethos of the company and how the composted products were 
created and then had a tour through the facility. Feedback was very 
positive after this event with 13 people attending.



 The last event for 2015 was the full day Property Planning Course held in 
Keysbrook on the 28th November.  Over 20 people attended with 11 
properties entered into the course. With a focus on management of horse 
properties the host Chris Ferreira from The Forever Project took 
participants through lots of different options and subjects from which they 
could craft a long term management plan. Participants left with a plan 
broken down into manageable steps from which they could focus on a few 
things ever year but still work towards their final goals.

 

The SJ Equine Landcare Facebook Page has been very successful with over
50 people following and liking the page in the first 24 hours! The page is 
kept up to date with articles, events, advertising and news. The page now 
has 114 likes with a general post reach of 40-80 people. Want to have a 
look? Follow this link.

 The SJ Equine Landcare brochure has been a big success with lots of 
positive feedback on the layout and information it holds. The Shire of 
Serpentine Jarrahdale has expressed interest in adding it to their welcome 
pack for landholders when they purchase property in the shire. The 
brochure has been handed out to shire offices throughout the peel area 
and is prominent an all SJ Equine Landcare Events.

The SJ Equine Landcare Group managed to get into the local papers three 
times in 2015! Those in the group would like to think it’s because we are 
so photogenic but I think it’s the horses that interests the photographers!

 

https://www.facebook.com/EquineLandcare/

