THE SEARCH FOR EUCALYPTUS MUNDIJONGENSIS
During the 1990 s the Serpentine-Jarrahdale Land Conservation District Committee had a problem of
recognition and acceptance by the local farming community. Formally created only 18 months earlier,
the land care group had to promote itself. That is, to let people know who they were and what their task
was. While long-term projects were being developed, there was a need to create short-term projects too.
Not only to keep the members interested - but to draw community attention to themselves.
At the time Kaye Taylor, who worked at my nursery, Outspan Gardens, had a brilliant idea. Kaye has a
great affinity for trees and was always reading about them. Why not promote a search for this
missing tree Why not indeed! The promotion was multi faceted - it was designed to draw attention
to two environmentally concerned groups, the Wildflower Society and the Serpentine/Jarrahdale Land
Conservation District Committee, to promote awareness of our unique flora and get involved in caring
for our own back yard. The Mundijong tuart was first botanically described in 1909 and last officially
seen in Jarrahdale in 1918! After 7 years would there still be one around Let s give it a go!
The formal search began in June 1990 when A3 sized posters were posted to all Shire Councils in the
South West. Someone suggested all police stations should be contacted, after all, its part of their task to
track down missing persons. An article was published in The Countryman in August 1990 and in the
Western Farmer. Posters were distributed at the Wildflower Society s State Conference held at Cecil
Andrews Senior High School, West Armadale on 30th June. John Colwill also mentioned the project on
his ABC gardening talk back programme.
That weekend, the Armadale/Kelmscott Wildflower Society committee decided the $100 reward be
would presented at the Society s Earth Care Environment week display, to be held in the Armadale
shopping centre on Saturday 15th September at 11am. Mr Bob Pearce, local MLA and Minister of the
Environment was invited to do the honours. Mr Ian Blackburn was to stand in should the Minister not
be able to come. Mr. Pearce accepted the invitation not only to present the reward but also to officially
open the Earth Care show. This event actually took place on 11th September at 10am.
At the time of this awareness project, I was Vice President of the Wildflower Society and Chairman of
the Landcare Committee. Therefore, there was no problem or conflict in either group. I received 35 tree
specimens for identification from as far as Esperance - none turned out to be the missing tree. One very
interesting specimen came from Mrs Midge Richardson of Lowlands Estate, Serpentine. There stood a
grove of very old tuarts growing well outside their normal habitat. Dr Steven Hopper, now of Kings
Park, agreed to do the final identifying. He visited the grove, took photos, leaves and buds.
Unfortunately the trees were not distinct enough to be another specie or sub-specie.
Time ran out - no Mundijong tuart came to light so the committee decided on plan two! The award
would be presented to the most interesting specimens submitted. Midge won the award not only for the
interesting grove, but for her overall dedication to the conservation of our natural heritage. Midge was
delighted with her prize; the book Rare and Endangered flora of Western Australia .
That wasn t the end though. A month later Alex Hart, ex Forestry officer, phoned me saying - there
was Mundijong tuart growing close to the beach at Matilda Bay . I hot footed it there, which happened
to be just after a storm, and found plenty of leaves buds and flowers. Sorry , said Steve. The variation
still falls within the acceptable variation of the tuart [gomphocephala]
On 13th December 1990, a letter arrived from Steve - a Mundijongensis tree has been found! The letter
is printed here in full. A second prize giving ceremony was hastily organised - this time at the CALM
offices in Kelmscott. Mr Bob Muir duly received his reward via Mr. Pearce. I collected seed of the
branch that was presented and grew 15 seedlings. With due ceremony, and a commemorative plaque,
one was planted in Jarrahdale on the road verge at the kindergarten. Twelve years later it stands
4 to 5 metres tall, flowers regularly, and looks healthy. Another is growing in Paterson Road
Mundijong, near the Shire offices; well protected by a solid fence. Two more are growing in the
Mundijong pound.
In conclusion I must claim the exercise to promote awareness of our natural heritage was very
successful. The exercise also brought to light a tree growing near Crooked Brook siding south of
Dardanup. Mr. Robert Powell found it there in 1970, and it was positively identified by Ian Brooker of
Canberra. Ian distributed seedlings to Kings Park; some were also planted near Perry Lakes and at Lake
Monger. None have survived. My seedlings too proved very variable in appearance and vigour. Our
quest unearthed information that there is a plantation growing in Algeria, North Africa. This knowledge
makes one wonder about their quality.
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Eucalyptus Mundijongensis
Found growing in the Wilbinga area (1991)
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E. Mundijongensis growing in Dardanup

Presentation to Midge Richardson
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