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Landcare SJ Inc.

Vision
To provide the means for the community to care for the land today, in a way

that will leave it better for tomorrow. 

Mission
To  provide  leadership  to  access,  initiate  and  integrate  the  resources  to

enable  community  groups  to  manage  the  land,  water  and  remnant

vegetation in a sustainable manner in partnership with government. 

Values
People are at the heart  of  all  community  matters and,  as such, they are

critical  to our success.  Respecting people,  improving the quality of  living,

appreciating  and  supporting  cultural differences and being good stewards

of the land, air, water and wildlife. 

 



Board, Management Committee 

and staff
Board: (L to R) Jan Star, Nancy Scade, Colleen Rankin (Deputy-Chair), Roger 

Harington, Alan Elliott, David Lindsay (Chair), Francis Smit (EO) [Absent from 

photo – Cr John Erren, Chris Portlock]

Management Committee: (L to R) Nancy Scade, Neil Kentish, Vanessa 
Slater, Colleen Rankin (Chair), Jane Brown [Absent from photo – 

Cr Barry Urban, Athol Wigg]



L to R, Landcare SJ: Kristy Gregory, Francis Smit, Teele 
Hooper-Worrell;

Peel-Harvey Biosecurity Group: Jonelle
Cleland



Chairman’s Report
On many occasions over the years when writing the chairman’s annual

report for the AGM of Landcare SJ Inc., I stressed the huge emphasis we have
been forced to put on survival. I drew attention to the worthwhile things we 
could do if only our staff had more security of tenure and if our operating 
funds were less dependent on the whims of governments and individuals 
who had financial control of our destiny without, it seemed, an 
understanding of what we did or why or how we did it. In many ways these 
constraints haven’t altered very much but this year I don’t need to talk 
about what we could do if only…, I can say proudly that we have achieved a 
lot and demonstrated how a vibrant and dedicated Landcare centre can 
contribute positively and substantially to a community like SJ and its 
surroundings. And that all boils down to people—the dedicated staff and the 
many volunteers that plan and make things happen.

The staff are quite exceptional and the Board and I are extremely 
grateful to them. Both Kristy and Francis have been with us for over ten 
years now and have demonstrated an extraordinary level of loyalty and 
commitment over that period that you can quickly appreciate from this 
year’s presentation. Teele, who has not been with us as long, complements 
their expertise with skills and enthusiasm of her own that make it such an 
effective and reliable team. As part of her job, she and Jane Brown, one of 
our most wholehearted volunteers, have transformed our presence in the 
social media, our web site and our coverage in the local print media. We now
have a presence in the wider world that we never had before.

However, it is not just talk and selling ourselves. Our volunteers from 
all areas in the Shire have chalked up thousands of hours in scores of 
projects that make the Shire a better place in which to live. For example, on 
National Tree Day in 2015, more than 70 volunteers planted over 2,000 
plants on a bright and sunny winter morning in Keysbrook. Volunteers are 
also a big feature of the Peel-Harvey Catchment Council’s Rivers 2 Ramsar 
project which is now in its 3rd of 4 years and boasts 9ha of revegetation, 
4km of fencing along waterways 20ha of weed control and a seedbank for 
scarp/plateau communities. This level of collaboration goes to the heart of 
what Landcare is all about—community involvement in targeted projects in 
which all members of society will enjoy the benefits for many generations.

The most pleasing part of having such a solid base of staff and 
volunteers is the opportunity for us to innovate, and it is here that I believe 
we have excelled in the last few years. In keeping with the unique 



demography of the area we have introduced or participated in new 
programmes that are clearly successful. We introduced the Landcare 
Graduation Awards in local schools that help us plant trees. Last year, we 
offered a $50 prize to a deserving member of the graduating class at 
Dandalup Primary School. This year we have extended the programme to the
other two schools that are our partners, Jarrahdale PS and Serpentine PS.

The very high proportion of residents with affiliations to horses 
encouraged us to start the Equine Landcare programme. This very active 
and enthusiastically accepted move led to our running twelve workshops and
seminars on all aspects of responsible and environmentally sound 
management of animals for owners of horse properties. This initiative has 
attracted interest from beyond our general constituency and we see this as a
good thing. As well, we have collaborated in the Peel-Harvey Biosecurity 
Group which is operating over several shires around



us. We have been the geographical focus for the group and a home for 
Jonelle, its executive officer until it incorporates and can act as an 
independent body.

Funding is our perennial problem of course, and we are constantly on 
the lookout for ways to ensure that we have the resources to do what our 
mandate requires. On the one hand we have to spend time and effort to 
convince funders that our work is worth backing and on the other we have to
spend the time to do the work and do it well enough to attract the funds. 
That is a juggling act that all Landcare groups face and one could be justified
in being cynical enough to say that it is the most crucial component in the 
success of an effective Landcare centre. The experience of our staff in this 
area as well as their skills and innovation in running the centre have kept us 
running well when some other centres have floundered. The continued and 
strengthening support of the Shire remains the mainstay of our financial 
backing and we are grateful for this and the good relations that we have with
the staff and councillors of the Shire. But the advent of the Peel-Harvey 
Catchment Council as a stand-alone NRM region has been positive for 
funding in the region. Currently we have 5 projects running with PHCC 
funding through the Australian Government and we have a very strong 
working relationship with our partner organisations. Additionally, we have 
some significant funding through the State NRM office for three new grants 
this year including the chance to fund a half-time position to aid in compiling
and monitoring data. We are especially grateful, too, to Bendigo Bank and 
the SJ Food and Farm Alliance whose contributions have allowed us to 
complete and acquit projects more effectively than we otherwise might have
done. The Alliance which we have supported since its inception held a 
fundraising dinner for Landcare SJ and raised over $2,000 which was 
directed to the 2016 National Tree Day Event at Jarrahdale co-sponsored by 
Bendigo Bank and the Shire— a further example of the sort of shared 
collaborative effort that we believe makes our work so effective and 
gratifying for the whole community.

A Chairman’s report for 2015-16 could not be considered complete 
without a word about the sensational news that keeps rolling in about our 

COCKATUBE   project, details of which will be presented, I am sure, during 

the AGM. A recent evening at the Community Resource Centre which hosted 
over 80 people heard from Rick Dawson of the Department of Parks and 
wildlife, among others, about the new research, the level of uptake by 
cockatoos of big numbers of tubes and the conviction of DPW that artificial 
nests like ours will have a transformational influence on these otherwise 
threatened species. It is a great feeling for Landcare SJ to have been in the 



midst of this remarkable story almost from its inception a dozen years ago. In
particular, Francis, Alan Elliott, donors of pipe and well over a hundred 
volunteer constructors and helpers have the right to feel proud of a job 
meticulously and willingly done.

David Lindsay AO FTSE



Executive Officer’s Report

Delivering the big vision of a small community landcare group is a job not 
without its challenges. Currently though, Landcare SJ is running two dozen 
projects and programs, some funded, some our own initiative. Landcare in 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale and the north Murray is approached in a professional 
manner by professional people. Landcare SJ is driven by the community; they
own the process and empower the staff. The group is strengthened through a
cooperative affiliation with the Shire of SJ; active local community groups; 
long term industry relationships; shared projects; training; and, regional co-
ordination through Peel-Harvey Catchment Council. Landcare SJ has a large 
network and contributes on a landscape scale through local projects. This is 
achieved by dedicated, capable and enthusiastic staff and volunteers.

Despite urbanisation pressures, under the Healthy Habitats program 
Landcare SJ has been able to support and progress the re-zoning of two plots
of rural land to conservation. Both land parcels providing permanent 
protection for native flora and fauna, one property whose conservation 
status provides a permanent natural corridor linking two state forests. Both 
properties support feeding, roosting and breeding sites for W.A.’s Black 
Cockatoos.

Biosecurity is a community responsibility. Landcare SJ is conducting two 
projects to eliminate lantana and water hyacinth from SJ waterways; 
continuing a 12 year project supporting landholders with a regionally 
coordinated fox baiting season, undertaking weed control in local reserves 
and supporting the establishment of an independent Peel Harvey 
Biosecurity Group.

Landcare SJ is working with local landholders on the Serpentine River to 
improve water quality through stock exclusion and revegetation. Other 
projects are protecting threatened ecological communities on public and 
private land. Issues including Phythophthora dieback, weed invasion, soil 
erosion, feral pests and habitat destruction are addressed by the community
members and groups under projects coordinated by the Landcare Centre. 
The outcomes restore and enhance the unique biodiversity of SJ.

Landcare SJ’s commitment to community extension was realised this year 
through the establishment of the Equine Landcare Program. Funded to 
provide a series of workshops, field days, information sessions and printed 
matter to support horse property owners adopt and implement best land 



management practices. Events have been well attended and the program is
gathering interest from other regions.

Trials to optimise the functional design of Cockatubes at the CSIRO and 
Dept. Parks and Wildlife monitored Carnaby’s Cockatoo breeding site are 
resulting in the most promising uptake and breeding success to date. A 

further 101 COCKATUBE   nesting boxes were ordered to replicate the trial 

in the Lake Grace district. The Cockatube project continues to provide an 
economic return to the Landcare Centre, supporting employment and 
operational costs of the group.

Partnership projects with the Serpentine-Jarrahdale and Dandalup-Murray 
Land Conservation District Committees included waterway restoration, 
extension and maintenance of wildlife corridor, weed control and biosecurity 
measures. The SJ LCDC has held bi-monthly information evenings and 
presentations throughout the year in the meeting place at the Landcare 
Centre.



Community groups form the heart of Landcare SJ. Each year coordinating 
revegetation opportunities in local reserves for local groups and schools is 
a very rewarding experience. Focusing on a staged annual revegetation 
program allows the observation of progressive restoration, a 
transformation of health and biodiversity. The annual planting program and
National Tree Day event allow for broad community participation. Special 
mention here of Merilyn Jones who retired this year as Principal of North 
Dandalup Primary School. Merrilyn’s commitment to Landcare education 
through practice is second to none. Her enthusiasm, good humour and 
megaphone became a highlight of the annual planting calendar, with 
students creating a 1.2km wildlife corridor over the past ten years.

Communications of events and results has improved further over the past 
twelve months. Landcare SJ’s newsletters and opportunities through the SJ 
Crier have informed our nearest community. Our social media platforms are 
achieving broader coverage, increased hits on an improved web site and 
local print and radio media exposure are promoting our messages further 
afield.

The staff at Landcare SJ are well supported by countless volunteer hours of 
community members and a great network of community groups within the 
Shire of SJ. These people are champions of the community, able to harness 
incredible energy and commitment, to motivate others and to contribute to 
an improvement in the quality of life for all – and I mean plants, animals and 
people.

It’s been another good year, but that is only one tree ring, there are plenty 
to go.

Francis Smit



Community Groups and Schools
Landcare SJ relies heavily on volunteers in achieving on-ground outcomes at
numerous and project sites in Serpentine Jarrahdale and North Murray. 
Without the hard work and dedication of the community groups detailed 
below, we would not be able to work towards our vision of protecting and 
improving local natural areas. In addition, the existence of this strong 
network of focused and willing workers has allowed us to be very successful 
in applying for and receiving grant funds for our annual revegetation efforts 
which supports significant local biodiversity restoration and protection 
programs. Highlights of cooperative community group activities in 2015/16: 

Byford Enviro-Link and Byford Progress Association
 Maintenance including weed control and watering at numerous 

planting sites - Byford Bakery Reserve, Percy’s Place, Beenyup 
Brook, Thomas Rd and Alexander Rd;

 Planting at Alexander Rd, Thomas Rd and Beenyup Bk Reserve;
 Assistance with other planting days – Mundijong Rd and Duckpond 

Reserves, Brickwood Reserve;
 In conjunction with the Byford Bag Ladies and Lads and the Byford 

Progress Association, weekly rubbish removal along roadsides, 
including donation of $1200 from rubbish collection on Kargotich 
Road to Landcare SJ for ‘Shire reserve maintenance’;

 Rubbish removal throughout Brickwood Reserve, in particular 
along Soldiers Road boundary;

 Builders’ packaging cleared from Beenyup Brook and Manjedal Brook;
 Removal of small outbreaks of cotton bush on road reserves.

Coffey Rd Reserve Group
 Regular and on-going weed control, watering and slashing of the Coffey 

Rd Reserve;
 The wind breaks that have been established during 2014/15 are 

progressing well, with 80% survival of seedlings, thanks to the 
ongoing maintenance by the group;

 Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale reserve maintenance including 
spraying, slashing and maintenance of fire breaks;

 The increased amenity of the reserve, due to strategic revegetation, 
good survival rate, and regular maintenance has resulted in greater 
use by local residents for horse riding and dog walking.

Dandalup-Murray Land Conservation District Committee
 Coordination of local devolved funding to provide landholders with 

financial support for small environmental projects;  
 Provision of support to the North Dandalup Primary School with on-

ground projects.



Friends of Brickwood Reserve Group
 This group is continuing with regular Sunday morning sessions in 

Brickwood Reserve, concentrating on weed control;
 Planting 250 seedlings along the tee-ball field boundary, from seed 

collected previously at Brickwood;
 Sign development for installation at two entrances to the 

reserve, for species identification and the significance of the 
Federally listed vegetation complexes.



Jarrahdale Community Association and Jarrahdale Primary School
 Planting at Gooralong Brook on National Schools’ Tree Day, part of the

larger Gooralong Brook project. 

Jarrahdale Heritage Society
 Project partner with National Trust WA in the long term Gooralong Brook

restoration; 
 Considerable and regular volunteer commitment to reserve 

maintenance including removal of woody weeds (black wattle, 
blackberry), general weed control, and rubbish removal; 

 Assistance with planting days at the site.  

Keysbrook Environment Group KEG
 Myara Brook in Keysbrook, was used as a demonstration site for the 

feral pest workshop held in April. Now set up as a permanent trapping 
site, it is being monitored by members of the group; 

 Ongoing weed control of Watsonia in the Myara Brook Reserve funded 
through the State NRM Project for Threatened Ecological Communities;

 Myara Brook/KEG hosted National Tree Day in 2015, with 2000 seedlings
planted. 

North Dandalup Primary School
 Another year of revegetation at the Beau Sovereign Drive project 

site, we have nearly reached the end of a 1.2km wildlife corridor 
created between Readheads Rd and the North Dandalup River. This 
site is also supported by Mandurah Men of the Trees, and parent 
helpers;

 Extension of the revegetation corridor to the south side of North 
Dandalup River, funded by the Dawkins Family;

 Landcare SJ is funding an annual ‘Landcare Award’ at the Year 7 
graduation ceremony;

 The bushland reserve containing Threatened Ecological 
Communities adjacent and vested to the school is part of a State 
NRM funded project, contributing towards weed control and 
revegetation.

 Principal of 20 years, Merrilyn Jones has retired, having firmly left her 
mark at the North Dandalup Primary School, including an outstanding 
environmental program. In April 2016, Landcare SJ staff attended a 
retirement gathering to honour her role and commitment.



Serpentine Environmental Group
 Inspired by the long-running Byford Enviro-Link, the newly formed 

Serpentine Environment Group is meeting every Tuesday morning 
for an hour of on-ground work.

 There are currently four local  ladies who participate and they have
done  a  brilliant  job,  in  particular  maintaining  the  Serpentine
revegetation  sites,  including  Punrak  Rd,  Federation  Park,  Paul
Robinson Reserve and the Serpentine Rail reserve.

Serpentine Primary School
 Planting at Federation Park, Serpentine River – 1000 seedlings on 

Schools’ National Tree Day.

SJ Food and Farm Alliance
 Joint Landcare SJ and Peel-Harvey Biosecurity Group display at the 

2016 Food and Farm Fest;
 Project variation and extension for the Food and Farm Fest funding 

received from the Peel-Development Commission;
 Biology of Soils seminar and dinner in November 2015 raised $2021 

for the Landcare SJ 2016 National Tree day event.

Special thanks to volunteer Jane Brown who has completely 
revamped our website and maintains it regularly.



Byford Enviro-link – Thomas Rd planting Byford Enviro-link – Percy’s Place

Coffey Rd Reserve Group - revegetation photo point July 2015

Coffey Rd Reserve Group - revegetation photo point June 2016

Brickwood Reserve Group – planting at the Old Mead St entrance

Planting with the Jarrahdale Primary School, at Turtle Creek.



Planting with the Jarrahdale Heritage Society and Green Army at Gooralong Bk

Keysbrook Environment Group – planting at Myara Bk Reserve

North Dandalup Primary School at Beau Sovereign Dve

The SJ Food and Farm Fest team Landcare SJ display at SJ Food and Farm 
Fest



Black Cockatoo Project
Some major events occurred over the past 12 months which have 
strengthened the Cockatoo Project. Ron Johnstone and Tony Kirkby from the 
WA Museum were published in the Western Australian Naturalist in 2015, 
Trials on the use and effectiveness of artificial hollows for Carnaby’s 
Cockatoo at Cataby, Western Australia. This paper found that Landcare SJ’s 
COCKATUBE   design:

 provided an extremely effective nest hollow;
 improved breeding success; and,
 was unattractive to feral honeybees, and to both Galahs and Butler’s 

corellas

Working with Rick Dawson (Dept. Parks and Wildlife), a number of 
Cockatubes were made to order, with very specific dimensions and 
features, based on his experience at Coomallo Creek, where 60 Cockatubes 
have been used in breeding trials over the previous four years. The 
increased dimensions to 1400mm long and 400mm internal diameter also 
resulted in increased weight, some up to 60kg. Twenty-seven Cockatubes 
with the larger dimension were installed prior to the 2015 breeding season. 
The results in that breeding season were exceptional, with every one of the 
27 larger nestboxes having a successful breeding attempt; artificial hollows 
being taken up before natural ones; and six sets of siblings (twins) fledged. 
This is only the second time twins have fledged from a nest at the site in 46
years of monitoring.

Following this success, a further 101 Cockatubes were ordered and delivered
to replicate the trial in the Lake Grace district, W.A. The new order posed its 
own problems given the weight of the previously delivered Cockatubes. 
Sourcing a new type of culvert pipe, corrugated with an internal wall, 
resulted in the overall weight of the nest boxes reducing to 20kg, which is 
much more manageable in the field. Quantities of corrugated pipe were 
ordered with 375mm internal diameter, and a small amount of pipe with an 
internal diameter of 450mm. These new corrugated Cockatubes are 
currently being trialed. Two such nestboxes were installed on a Monday, had 
prospecting birds by Thursday, and successful breeding attempts within a 
month.

News of the success at Coomallo Creek spread quickly within the community 
committed to Black Cockatoo recovery. More orders were received. In total, 
170 Cockatubes were sold and/or installed over the 2015/16 period. This 
represents the greatest sales volume over a financial year since the project 
inception, and includes 26 Cockatubes for Marloo Wildlife Park, installed to 



specifically support Baudin’s cockatoo breeding. Installations undertaken by 
Landcare SJ include in the districts of Keysbrook, Chittering, Gidgeganup, 
Joondalup, Cranbrook and Torbay. This year, landholders also purchased 
Cockatubes for installation on private land. Net income for the project in 
2014/15 was $35,840.

The Cockatoo Project was host to a number of workshops and seminars over 
the year, including a construction workshop in Torbay (south Coast), a Great 
Cocky Count workshop with Adam Peck from Birdlife Australia, and Scaling 
new heights feature presentation with Simon Cherriman.
Again this year, volunteers have been instrumental in supporting the 
program. Community construction days were held, with volunteers 
travelling from as far as Harvey to participate.



Cockatube construction workshop with Torbay Catchments Group, South Coast 
WA

With thanks to:
Environmental Enterprises (WA)



Cockatube construction day February 2016

100 Cockatubes delivered to DPaW April 2016

Black Cockatoo event March 2016

Chittering Birdlife installation MZI Installation



Healthy Habitats
SJ Biodiversity Stewardship Program

The program received $130 000 funding over five years from the State NRM
Office, which supported its establishment, site visits for members and a 
range of on-ground initiatives. The program is a partnership with the Shire 
of Serpentine Jarrahdale, established in 2009, it implements 
recommendations of the Shire’s Biodiversity Strategy relating to incentives 
for private landholders to protect and look after the natural areas on their 
properties. There are currently 27 member properties in the Program, 
covering over 500ha of private bushland in the Shire of Serpentine 
Jarrahdale. During the period July 2015 to June 2016:

 Four new members joined Healthy Habitats, each with a site visit 
and assessment, and information and support relating to 
recommended on-ground actions;

 Six additional site visits were carried out for current members, for ongoing 
advice;

 Six on-ground projects have been implemented on private property 
during this time, with 257.5ha bushland benefiting from weed control, 
dieback control and revegetation;

 Additional cash contributions to the on-ground projects - $21,738 from 
the members; and partnering organisations Peel-Harvey Catchment 
Council and Dept. of Parks and Wildlife;

 Additional in-kind contributions to the on-ground projects from the members - 
$28,360;

 Use of a Green Army team to tackle a jungle of wattle weeds on a HHab 
property;

 Three newsletters distributed with relevant information and events;
 Healthy Habitats planting day on the Serpentine River in September 2015;
 Soft jaw trapping demonstration on a member’s property in Keysbrook, 

November 2015 – a highly successful method of fox control. The 
landholder maintains the site permanently.

Healthy Habitats has contributed significantly to the aims of the Shire of 
Serpentine Jarrahdale’s Biodiversity Strategy. Of the remaining original 
vegetation in the Shire, 4500ha is located on private property, and the 
500ha protected through Healthy Habitats represents 11% of that bushland. 
In addition, one of the aims of the Biodiversity Strategy is to “Protect and 
manage a connected network of over 4000 hectares of local natural areas 
throughout the Shire so that they are found to be healthy and resilient in 
2050.” The 500ha protected through Healthy Habitats accounts for 12.5% of 



the 4000ha target. Given that this target was set in 2008 to achieve by 
2050, the Healthy Habitats Program has achieved a remarkable result within 
8 years, particularly given that it is one relatively small recommendation 
within the whole strategy and doesn’t take into account the Local Natural 
Areas on public land which are under the direct control of Local or State 
Government.



HHab planting day Sept 2015 Trapping demonstration, Keysbrook

Planting with the Monastery community, Serpentine New fencing around HHab bushland,
Serpentine

Setting up flora quadrat, Serpentine Flora identification with a new member

Green Army team working on a HHab property Eucalyptus camauldulensis removal,
Serpentine (before & after)



SJ Equine Landcare Project
 

The SJ Equine Landcare Project was inspired by the need for more equine 
focused Landcare activities in the Peel region, where horse properties 
represent a large percentage of land use. The project has achieved its 
second round of grant funding which will allow the information 
dissemination, workshops and field days to run until June 2017.

In March 2015, $22,000 funding was granted through the Federal 
Government’s National Landcare Program ’25 Years of Landcare’. 
Project outcomes to December 2015:

 Establish new community group, the Serpentine Jarrahdale Equine 
Landcare Group, which meets on a bi-monthly basis to coordinate the 
activities of the project (4 members, 100 volunteer hours);

 Develop and print an Equine Landcare pamphlet summarising best 
management practices for sustainable horse properties; and 
distribution of the pamphlet through Peel Local Government offices 
and partner organisations; and at equine Landcare events;

 Nine events delivered:
o Inaugural SJ Equine Landcare Group event in April 2015 with 

presentations on ‘principles of horse property management’ 
and ‘horse massage’ (24 attendees);

o Information display at the Food and Farm Fest in April 2015;
o Two information events hosted by the SJ Land Conservation 

District Committee’s Love your Landscape series: ‘Healthy soils 
for your horse property’; and ‘Climate Change and building 
resilience into the management of horse properties’ (18 
attendees at each event);

 Two ‘Introduction to property planning’ events, focusing on equine 
property planning.

 Full day ‘Property Planning Course’ with comprehensive one on
one support for participants in best management practices for 
equine properties.

 Field day - ‘Weeds and Your Horse’ with 15 participants;
 Fire Safety Seminar held at Landcare SJ, Mundijong. This event was 

a response to a community need for fire management plans to be in
place, including horse properties.

 Establishment of SJ Equine Landcare Facebook Page - 183 likes and a
general  post reach of  over 200. The Facebook site is  also used to
create events which are shared to all local horse Facebook groups.

Landcare SJ successfully applied for $31,000 through the 2015 State NRM 
Community Capacity Grants for a follow-up Equine Landcare program over 
18 months. This project will fund a series of five field days, two 
‘Introduction to property planning’ events and a comprehensive equine 



‘Property Planning Course’. A ‘Pests and Weeds’ field day was held in 
November 2015 in Serpentine. Planned field days for 2016-17 include ‘Soil 
health’, ‘Wind and weed breaks’, ‘Pasture establishment’ and ‘Pasture 
rotation’.



Excellent and expert presenters have been and will continue to be used at 
the event. In addition, take-home resources are provided to participants 
including soil pH testing kits, Southern Weeds booklets and vouchers for 
native seedlings. The resources support the implementation of best practices
with attendees encouraged to apply learnings and resources to on ground 
actions.
There has been a healthy attendance at the events thus far and more 
importantly we are seeing new faces at each of them. Due to the project’s 
success the Peel Harvey Catchment Council have come on board to support 
the field days covering the costs of the take home resources and providing 
funding for an extra event which will be held at the PHCC office.

The SJ Equine Landcare Group has coordinated excellent promotion of their 
events by local newspapers, including the Fire Safety Seminar which was 
covered by the Comment News, using the photo below taken by the 
Community Newspaper Group photographer.



Field day November 2015 Introduction to property planning November 2015

Healthy Soils information session Aug 2015 Climate Change information session July
2015

The SJ Equine Landcare (inaugural) Group members.

 

 



Peel-Harvey Biosecurity Group

The Peel-Harvey Biosecurity Group (PHBG) is pleased to report on its 
successes over the past six months.

Building partnerships

 The PHBG worked closely with the Department of Agriculture and Food 
to secure funds through the State NRM and Royalties for Regions 
programs. With regards to becoming a Recognised Biosecurity Group, 
the PHBG is moving forward in a consultative manner to ensure the 
interests of key stakeholders and the public are fully considered. 
Towards this end, the PHBG gained permission to interview residents 
outside polling booths across the Peel-Harvey Region on the Federal 
Election Day.

 The PHBG negotiated a contract with Repay WA (an initiative of the 
Department of Corrective Services) to remove cotton bush from the 
Serpentine and Yalgorup National Parks. Rangers from the 
Department of Parks and Wildlife have met with the Repay WA 
operations crew, and works have started at the Serpentine National 
Park.

 The PHBG accepted an invitation to join the Natural Environment Fire 
Recovery Committee, and has supported the Shires of Waroona and 
Harvey in their application for funding for on-ground works to deal 
with post-fire pest problems.

 The PHBG hosted a key representative of the Western Australia 
Local Government Association and the Peel-Harvey Catchment 
Council at a strategic planning session.

 The PHBG met with the academic chair of biosecurity and food security
at Murdoch University to establish the possibility for research being 
conducted in the Peel-Harvey Region. The PHBG has been provided 
with the opportunity to write up research proposals for honours and 
post-graduate research.

 The PHBG has addressed individual landholder concerns regarding 
pests. At the same time it has encouraged cooperation between 
neighbours to deal with established pests.

Improving representation
 The PHBG represented the interests of biosecurity groups across 

Western Australia as a member of the steering committee for the 
preparation of the Invasive Species Post Border Surveillance and 
Diagnostic Plan for Western Australia 2016-2021.



 The PHBG sat on the Declared Plant Reference Group, which has 
ensured regional interests and concerns are being considered in 
the roll-out of MyWeedWatcher App.

 The PHBG submitted well-considered and evidence-based 
responses to the Declared Species Pest Review for cotton bush and
Apple of Sodom.

 The PHBG has organised a regional tour for people attending the 20th 

Australasian Weed Conference in Perth.



Garnering sponsorships

 At the request of the PHBG, a leading hardware supplier provided a 
significant donation of rodent repellers to the remaining residents of 
Yarloop who were struggling with a post-fire rodent infestation in their
homes.

 The PHBG has received support from DAFWA and a local 
agricultural supplier for its upcoming Weed Field Day.

Enhancing education, training and communications

 The PHBG hosted an interactive stand at the Food and Farm Fest 2016, 
where families were drawn in to learn more about cotton bush through 
a children’s activity that involved making cotton bush seed pods from 
play dough, matchsticks and glitter. The PHBG also had a local fox 
trapper available to speak to people and answer their specific 
questions.

 The PHBG jointly hosted an information session in Waroona on rabbit 
biocontrol and the RDH Boost Project.

 The PHBG participated in radio features on the release of the 
MyWeedWatcher App and the Yarloop rodent infestation.

 The PHBG has designed and printed cotton bush bumper stickers to (i)
improve people’s recognition of the seed pod (the most vital life-stage
of the plant in terms of stopping its spread), and (ii) provide a call for
public action.

 The PHBG has a regular teaching commitment at Waroona District 
High School as part of the Bush Cadets Program.

 The PHBG has organised a training session for environmental/NRM 
officers and rangers in the region on the use of the MyWeedWatcher 
App.

 The PHBG has organised a talk by Distinguished Professor and cancer 
epidemiologist, Lin Fritschi, on safe pesticide use.

 The PHBG has regularly posted local stories and links to important 
biosecurity news and bulletins (state and federal) on its website and 
Facebook page. The content is increasingly becoming more diverse in 
its focus including weeds, as well as vertebrate and invertebrate pests.

 Building momentum for on-ground action:
 The PHBG continues to support the Shire of Harvey in its bid to 

reduce the incidence of cotton bush via letters to individual 
landholders in targeted areas. The total number of properties with 
cotton bush in the Shire of Harvey has reduced from 90 to 30 in 
under three years.

 The PHBG identified a site, in the Shire of SJ, for the Green Army to 
remove cotton bush.

 The PHBG has sent out 230 letters to landholders offering guidance 
ahead of DAFWA’s targeted compliance for cotton bush.

 The PHBG has mooted the concept of a community fundraiser event 
that is based on registered groups receiving a bounty for removed 



cotton bush. The City of Mandurah and the Shire of SJ have committed 
seed funding.



Children engaged in cotton bush
awareness activity: PHBG stall at the

Food and Farm Fest 2016.

PHBG staff demonstrating correct disposal of cotton bush to a
concerned landholder.



National Tree Day July 2015

The National Tree Day event was held at the Myara Brook Reserve, a Bush 
Forever site located on Elliott Rd in Keysbrook. On Sunday 26 July 2015, 
more than 70 volunteers planted 2000 seedlings, which were part of a 
revegetation program of 5000 seedlings over 2 years.

The site is a long term project partnership with the Keysbrook Environment 
Group - Landcare SJ has been working with them for a number of years to 
restore and rehabilitate the plant communities along the Brook after a fire 
several years ago. Through funding from the State NRM Program, restoration
at the site has included extensive weed management to control a heavy 
infestation of watsonia, with follow up revegetation.

The SJ Food and Farm Alliance provided brunch for all volunteers with the 
usual impressive spread including gluten free scones, buckwheat pancakes 
and locally produced gluten free sausages. The Keysbrook Community Hall 
and the brand new childrens’ play area made the day enjoyable for the 
whole family.

This event was part of the State NRM Threatened Ecological Communities
project and additional  support was received from the Shire of Serpentine
Jarrahdale, Greening Australia and the Byford and Districts Bendigo Bank.

This was the second National Tree Day event run by Landcare SJ on a large 
scale. These events have thus far been successful in that they have brought 
in new participants to planting days in relatively large numbers. The 
occasion also represents active partnerships – in this instance, with the long-
time active Keysbrook Environment Group and the comparatively new Food 
and Farm Alliance.



Invitations to the event were sent out to mail boxes in the local area



Waiting for the volunteers Unloading the seedlings

Busy planting

Putting the tree guards together The seedlings planted



State NRM Projects

Threatened Ecological Communities Project
This project reached its conclusion in June 2016, after four seasons of weed 
control, seed collecting and revegetation in five bushland reserves 
containing Threatened Ecological Communities (TECs): 1) Brickwood 
Reserve, Byford; 2) Mundijong Rd and Duckpond Reserve, Mundijong; 3) 
Keith Bradby Reserve, Serpentine (and the adjacent rail reserve); 4) Myara 
Brook Reserve, Keysbrook; 5) North Dandalup Primary School Reserve. 
During the 2015-16 period, the following on-ground actions were carried out 
to protect and enhance these nationally significant reserves:

 Autumn weed control at sites 1-5, with funding contributions from the 
Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale and the Public Transport Authority;

 Revegetation at sites 1, 2, and 5 from germinated provenance seed;
 Site 4 revegetation was a National Tree Day event with over 70 

participants;
 Spring weed control at sites 1 and 3, with funding contributions from the 

Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale and the Serpentine Bushland Group.
 The planting days involved various organisations including the Shire of 

Serpentine Jarrahdale, Keysbrook Environment Group, Friends of 
Brickwood Reserve, Byford Enviro-Link and the North Dandalup Primary 
School.

Over the course of the project as a whole, the following outputs have been 
achieved:

 Weed control – 71.6ha (several seasons covering this area of bushland);
 Revegetation – 3.7ha;
 Seed collection – 5 days over 2 seasons at 3 of the sites. The seed was 

used to propagate the seedlings which were used in the revegetation;
 Weed maps produced for sites 3 and 5;
 Permanent photo points set up at all of the sites, which will be used in 

the longer term for ongoing projects.

Given the ecological significance of these sites, Landcare SJ is committed to
seeking funding where possible to ensure ongoing management of weeds in
particular, to avoid lags in seasons which would compromise the resources 
already spent at the project sites. The new Community Environmental 
Grants from the Peel Harvey Catchment Council are allowing this work to 
continue (see the full project report on page 30).



 

 



Feral Animal Control Project
The ongoing nature of the community baiting program has become more 
significant in the context of recent changes to biosecurity management by 
the State Government, including the need for accreditation to be achieved 
by landholders wishing to bait with 1080 products on their properties; more 
stringent rules applied to the criteria for properties being allowed to bait; 
and more recently, a new schedule of fees applied by the State Government 
to permit applications for restricted chemical products and trapping of 
vertebrate pests.

The SJ Land Conservation District Committee (LCDC) has been coordinating 
landscape scale baiting seasons for 12 years, and funding from the State 
NRM program in 2014 allowed this to continue until the present time. This 
program goes beyond the boundaries of SJ into Murray, Waroona and 
Harvey, thus representing a partnership with multiple organisations 
including the Coolup LCDC and the Waroona Landcare Centre. An extension 
to the project completion date and contribution from the Peel Harvey 
Catchment Council’s Rivers 2 Ramsar project allowed for an extra two 
baiting seasons to occur.

The most distinctive progression this period of funding has seen is the 
increased awareness of permanent trapping methods. Specifically, this has 
involved Landcare SJ’s correlation with a highly experienced trapping 
contractor who advocates the use of soft jaw traps, set up as long- lasting 
sites that are baited and monitored by landholders at optimum locations on 
their properties. To this end, Landcare SJ has used this project to run a 
number of trapping demonstrations and information sessions by Eddie Juras 
of Feral Invasive Species Eradication Management (FISEM). Furthermore, 
these events have fostered a partnership with other projects, namely the 
Peel-Harvey Catchment Council’s Rivers 2 Ramsar project and the Healthy 
Habitats program, both of which have contributed to running the trapping 
information sessions:

 Soft jaw trapping demonstration held on 29 April 2016 at Myara Brook 
Reserve in Keysbrook. 15 local landholders attended the session, which 
set up a long term site in the bushland reserve, and this is maintained by 
members of the Keysbrook Environment Group.

 Soft jaw trapping demonstration, held on 9 November 2015 on a Healthy
Habitats property, with 13 property owners in attendance, nine of them 
committing to trapping sites of their own and receiving three traps 
covered by the project funding. The original site of the demonstration is 
being maintained by the owner of the property.



 In September 2015, Eddie Juras was contracted to perform 2 weeks of 
trapping in 3 bushland reserves owned and managed by the Shire of 
Serpentine Jarrahdale – King Rd Pony Club, Serpentine Sports Reserve and
Federation Park on the Serpentine River. The State NRM project funds 
were able to cover the cost of the same again in February 2016 as follow-
up control.



Gooralong Brook Project
This project reached its conclusion in June 2016 in terms of the $15,000 
funding received from the State NRM Program, which covered the cost of on-
ground activities from April 2014. This mainly focused on the removal of 
black wattle trees which were present in both large size and numbers – the 
Jarrahdale Heritage Society were the main drivers of this process and the 
extra funding was able to be used for complimentary weed control, 
particularly the blackberry which was very dense along the creek line and 
upslope of the valley. The National Trust of WA own the land and their 
involvement was valuable early on in the project to ensure that the 
revegetation and track would not interfere with the historical artefacts 

dating back to the timber mill in the 19th Century. During the 2015-16 period,
the following on-ground actions were carried out to protect the Gooralong 
Brook project site:

Throughout the life of the project, the following activities have been carried 
out:

 Two years of seasonal weed control along a 400m reach (1.2ha) of the 
Gooralong Brook;

 Two seasons of revegetation with local native species. Some natural 
regeneration of the native seed bank is also occurring;

 Walk track installed for public access sensitive to the natural and 
heritage values of the project site;

 Picnic table installed at a suitable location along the track to 
encourage public use and appreciation of the area;

 Three photo points established to monitor weed control, 
revegetation and track installation throughout the life of the 
project and beyond;

 Contribution from the National Trust WA (land owners of the site) in
the form of site visits and a cash contribution to the project 
outputs;

 Conservation and Land Management trainees from Fairbridge 
Village assisted with planting 1500 seedlings in 2014 and the 
Green Army assisted with planting 3000 seedlings in 2015;

 Contribution from Greening Australia and the Peel-Harvey Catchment
Council in 2015 towards the cost of revegetation boosted the number
of seedlings that were planted at the site.

The site was also a focal point for a Jarrahdale Heritage Park ‘Celebration’ in 
August 2015, which was organised by the Jarrahdale Heritage Society and 
attracted 300 people from the Jarrahdale town site and from the general 
public. This is a fine example of another aspect of Landcare projects that are
not ‘on-ground outcomes’ but just as important – the increased appreciation 
and use by the public of a natural area.





Planting with the Green Army in 2015 Planted seedlings at Gooralong Bk

Setting up the trapping site, Keysbrook Apr 2016 Completed trapping site, as invisible as
possible

The planting sites at Brickwood Reserve and Mundijong Rd Reserve

The planting sites at Myara Bk and North Dandalup Primary School Reserve



Peel-Harvey Catchment 
Council Rivers 2 Ramsar
Project
‘Connecting Corridors for Landscape 
Resilience’
The Peel-Harvey Catchment Council received $3.4m from the Federal 
Government in 2013 for a four year natural resource management program 
to enhance and protect biodiversity values of the Serpentine, Murray and 
Harvey Rivers. The project engages community Landcare groups to deliver 
project outcomes at five sites, with Landcare SJ coordinating projects in the 
upper Serpentine Catchment (Site 5). Deliverables aim to improve waterway 
health and quality, upstream of the internationally significant Peel Yalgorup 
Ramsar wetland system. For this purpose, the Rivers 2 Ramsar project has 
provided on-ground funding for managers of public and private land. This 
project will continue through until 2017. During 2015-16, the following 
milestones were achieved:

 Participation of 6 landholders in on-ground management activities 
of waterways and wetlands;

 Six events for landholders: 1) Black Cockatoo Do October 2015; 2) 
Trapping demonstration on private property November 2015; 3) Fire 
Safety for properties March 2016; 4) Great Cocky Count event March 
2016; 5) Trapping demonstration in a Shire bushland reserve April 
2016; and 6) ‘Critters of SJ’ presentation June 2016.

 Feral animal control:
o 14 days of soft jaw trapping carried out in August 2015 by a 

contractor in 4 bushland reserves, 2 of them owned and 
managed by the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale;

o Autumn 2016 community baiting season – 5 participating 
landholders covering 197ha with a protecting buffer of 
54,000ha;

 Spring weed control in riparian bushland areas, mainly focused 
around the Serpentine River – 11.9ha;

 Revegetation in riparian bushland areas – 3ha;
 Seed collecting – 2 days, covering 45ha of scarp/plateau plant 

communities for future propagation;
 Fencing along the Serpentine River – 0.3km, eliminating cattle from 

the riparian area of a small landholding.

The Rivers 2 Ramsar project is currently in the final stages before 
completion, with more



on-ground milestones to achieve up until June 2017. Landcare SJ’s long term
connection with the Peel-Harvey Catchment Council remains an important 
part of its function and longevity. The Rivers 2 Ramsar project is an excellent
example of the symbiotic relationship between the two organisations, 
combining the regional scale projects and funding with the local scale 
network for on-ground actions.



New fence along the Serpentine River     
 

Great Cocky Count event with presenters Adam Peck from Birdlife
and Simon Cherriman

 
There were some problems at the Federation Park weed control and revegetation site – bike
jumps destroyed some of the previous years’ seedlings. The jumps have been removed and

the Serpentine Primary School assisted with planting more seedlings on Schools’ National
Tree Day.

 

This project is supported by the Peel-
Harvey Catchment Council, through 

                        



funding from the Australian 
Government.



Peel-Harvey Catchment 
Council Community 
Environment Grants
In 2015, the Peel-Harvey Catchment Council launched the inaugural round of
Community Environment Grants – “Changing Landscapes”, funded through 
the Australian Government’s National Landcare Program to support local 
communities to undertake projects that protect and enhance natural assets 
in the Peel-Harvey. Expressions of interest were called for on-ground 
activities that maintain or enhance Threatened Species habitat, Threatened 
Ecological Communities, migratory species, regionally significant species 
habitat (or communities) or the ecological character of the Peel-Yalgorup 
Ramsar site. Landcare SJ was successful in progressing to the application and
then funding agreement stage of the process, with 4 successful on-ground 
projects:

1. Reducing threats in nationally significant Brickwood Reserve, 
Byford ($24,100) Dieback treatment, autumn weed control 
and revegetation completed.
Further weed control, seed collecting and revegetation will occur up 
until Dec 2017.

2. Reducing threats in nationally significant Mundijong Road and 
Duckpond Reserve, Mundijong ($21,300)
Autumn weed control and revegetation completed.
Further weed control, seed collecting and revegetation will occur up 
until Dec 2017.

3. Improving the health and resilience of North Dandalup Primary 
School Reserve ($8940) Autumn weed control completed.
Further weed control, seed collecting and revegetation will occur up 
until Dec 2017.
A management ‘Action Plan’ will be developed for reserve, for the 
school to implement with the ongoing assistance of Landcare SJ.

4. Improving the quality and resilience of a Threatened Ecological 
Community (TEC) on private land in Serpentine ($10,000)
Extensive veldt grass control is taking place in the bushland 
throughout this site. This site represents a synergy with the 
Healthy Habitats, the land owners being new members to the 
program and already benefiting from the wider network of Natural 
Resource Management organisations.



In addition to the on-ground outcomes that will occur, this new funding 
stream has allowed the work to continue in the TECs that were previously 
benefiting from the State NRM funding discussed on page 24. Continuation 
of on-ground works is paramount in the context of protecting and 
enhancing significant bushland. If there are lags in seasons of weed and 
disease control in particular, then many years of hard work and resources 
can be compromised.

Detailed ecological monitoring is required for the Community Environment 
Grant projects. Flora quadrats have been set up and monitored at all four of 
the sites as baseline data collection before the project activities have taken 
place. This process will be repeated throughout the life of the projects.



Monitoring:

Brickwood Reserve

Duckpond Reserve

Private property, Serpentine

North Dandalup Primary 
School Reserve



Paterson Street Rail Reserve
This is an ongoing fee for service contract with Brookfield Rail that began in 
early 2015 for the purpose of protecting and enhancing the roadside 
vegetation along Paterson St, located within a rail reserve between Wright 
Rd and Kiernan St. This area is required to be control burned due to the 
vicinity of houses and infrastructure. The vegetation is significant due to the 
presence of Threatened Ecological Communities (TEC) and Declared Rare 
Flora (DRF) Synaphea sp.; and the concern was that the burning would have 
an impact on these natural assets if not carried out in a sensitive manner. 
The following activities have been carried out during 2015-16:

 Pre-burn weed control, including large areas of watsonia, which are 
known to thrive after fire;

 The Synaphea sp. was not able to be burnt in spring, due to 
optimum burning recovery time for that species being in autumn;

 Quadrat 10x10m established in the area to be burnt during spring 
2015, additional to the original six 2x2m plots;

 Permanent photo monitoring point which will show pre-burn, after 
burn and post burn recovery of the TEC area;

 Controlled burn in Cells 1 and 2 during October 2015;
 Provision of 2016/17 quote to Brookfield Rail for ongoing weed control 

and monitoring;
 Monitoring data provided to Department of Parks and Wildlife and 

Brookfield Rail;
 Post-burn weed control spring 2015.

10 x 10m Quadrat 7 – before and after burning in Oct 2015



DRF Synaphea sp.



Landcare SJ Inc
Audited financial 
statements For year 
ended 30 June, 2016

The 2015/16 financial accounts of Landcare SJ Inc were audited by 
Wayne Nurse CTA FIPA. Audit report and accounts are presented below.
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