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Feral Animal Trapping Info Sessions 

Summarised from presentations by Eddie Juras F.I.S.E.M  

 

General fox info 

 Foot prints are a good indicator, they look like a dog print but you can see the toenails which 

are like cats. 

 Pitch black scats which turn white when they eat cooked chicken – use this as monitor of fox 

numbers during free feeding. 

 Foxes can’t eat much at any one time, they only have 10% stomach capacity, which is why 

they will only kill chooks and leave them, thinking they can go back the next night and finish 

feeding.  

 Foxes often bury what they can’t eat. 
 They will eat anything - cheese, figs, cooked meat, and bugs. Soft things are preferred. 

 Foxes will travel up to 35km in a night and eat at the end of their range, so don’t bait in the 

middle of their known range on your property. 

 A fox range is like a clover leaf shape with a central location, and they will visit end of range 

every 21 days. 

 Foxes start moving around 6:30pm so depending on when they move through a property, 

you can tell how far along their range they are. 

 The same dens are used every year when there are cubs – set traps at least 50m from an 

active den. 

 Vixens are harder to catch because they are much more cautious than the males. 

 Foxes always look for new areas, so another fox will move in when a fox is removed, so 

ongoing trapping is ideal. 

 Where possible, they will stick to water’s edge for the water birds and frogs. 

Tips for trapping 

Victor rubber jaw traps are available from WA Trapping Supplies 

 

1. Choose a spot a metre or two off the exact line a fox will take regularly (don’t put it on the 
route, because the fox will deviate entirely). 

2. Choose an open area away from a tree or rock that a fox can lever on to and get away. 
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3. Free feed for a week in a small hole, bury with the soil mounded on top of it slightly so that 

it is visible to the fox 

4. Sprinkle cooked chicken around the hole as well. 

5. After 2-3 nights it will be dug up if it is a good site to set a trap at (you may need to try a few 

times in different locations before the food is dug up). 

6. Short star picket hammered in to ground level, with a few links of chain at the top. 

7. Three traps on chains – link these to the chain on the post – equidistance from each other 

and from the post, approximately half a metre. 

8. Bury chains with a layer of sand. 

9. Set the jaws heavy and bury at ground level. 

10. Place a circle of paper over the middle of the set jaws and use a colander or sifter to sift soil 

over the top so you can’t see it (this stops the sand getting into the jaw mechanism and 

stuffing it up). 

11. Sprinkle over large material from the sifter too. 

12. Food scraps (home kitchen scraps are fine) on the top of the buried picket – cover with sand, 

with a mound on top. 

13. Sprinkle cooked chicken over the trap site. 

14. Leave it permanently, keep checking, reset wherever necessary, and don’t move the site. 

15. Have a plan for euthanasia, which must be carried out to animal welfare standards. A list of 

qualified and licenses shooters is available from Landcare SJ. 

16. Bury foxes at the trapping site, this will attract more foxes. 

 

 Patience is the key! 

 Foxes will visit the sites many times before digging up the scraps. 

 Ravens eating the food can be avoided by setting and baiting after 6-7pm. 

 Don’t bait near meat ants. 

 Soft jaw traps, ‘vector jaw traps’ from WA Trap Supplies. 

 On private property you don’t need a license for a soft jaw trap – different sizes are available 

for rabbits, foxes and dogs. 

 Free feed trap site for a week prior to setting the traps. 

 Check traps early in the morning. Up to 7:30am there is still a chance of getting a fox. 

 Trapping is harder in wet soil – need to dig a hole and line it with black plastic, then fill it 

with sand to send the trap in. 

 After a small amount of rain is a good time to trap – lots of scents around. 

 There is no reason to stop a trapping site – keep it permanent. 

 Don’t use CRC or anything smelly to oil the traps – use a wire brush to clean it. 

Animal welfare 

 Foxes dehydrate quickly so check traps regularly. 

 Adds a layer of diesel fuel line to the rubber jaw to make them softer. 

 Humane euthanasia, as above.  

Box traps 

 It takes up to 12 weeks to get a fox to go into a cage trap! 

 Permanent trap is best. 

 Bury the floor of the trap with sand so that the fox can’t feel it underfoot.  
 Chuck scraps in every few nights (foxes will eat anything). 



Feral Animal Trapping Sessions April 2015 

 

 Free feeding for a time before setting it. 

Rats 

 Use a large storage bucket with rat-sized holes in the lid and food inside - bury this at ground 

level, the rats can get in and can’t get out.  

 Rat numbers increase when foxes decrease. 

Cats 

 Ferals lay flat and try to hide - it is safer to shoot it than release it from the trap.   

 Domestic cats will meow at you – Eddie sprays them with fox wee or something equally as 

smelly so that their owners know they have been wandering far. Give a domestic cat a 

couple of chances! 

Bandicoots 

 May be trapped on occasion, along with possums and snakes. 

 Careful when fumigating because they can use rabbit dens. 

 Need gloves to remove a bandicoot from a trap. 

Rabbits 

 Talon rat bait in domestic situations – unlikely that birds or bandicoots will take it. 

 Put it out at night and keep pets in. 

 Check dens for native animals – use small box traps with fruit in to check what’s in the dens 
before fumigation or ripping.  

 Vector jaw traps for larger properties. 

Pigs 

 Dry food in winter – lupins, oats, barley. 

 Wet food in winter. 

 Mesh on the bottom of the trap in soft country – they will dig under if they can. 

 Pigs disperse autumn to have litters.  

 Concentrate on wet areas in summer. 

 Move around at night. 

 Build traps on site – large weld mesh and star pickets on angles (if they are straight up and 

down the pigs will get it out with their nose). 

 Might not see them for 3 or 4 years, but it’s worth having a permanent trap site on your 
property.  

 Molasses around the gateways and inside trap, pour out a line 50m wither side of the trap to 

pick them up.  

 

 


